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BY KATSUHIRO OTOMO 








HE'S. 
: ON HIS WAY 
Vo TO BECOMING 
ONE OF US. 
“4 THEY CALL HIM 
NUMBER 41. 


1S SOMETHING J” eon 


BOTHERING 





LIKE SOMEONE'S: 
TALKING ABOUT 
ME. 


HE'S VERY 
| POWERFUL. 


v 



































WORKING IN 


THE SUN ALL 
DAY, RYU. 
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HAVE " ANY LUCK AT 

YOU BEEN @ THE OLYMPIC SITE? 

IN TOUCH WITH... HAVE YOU ACQUIRED 
KEL...? YOUR ANY USEABLE 
SISTER? INFORMATION? 


THOSE. THEYRE 
OF THE SEWAGE 
DISPOSAL PLANT 


I FAIL TO Y 
r p | A DUE SOUTH 
OF THE SITE, 
AND CRAWLING WITH 
SOLDIERS. OFF-LIMITS 
TO CONSTRUCTION 
WORKERS... 


= DO WHAT 
a \ YOU CAN--WE 
AND 'S \p DESPERATELY 
TOO HEAVILY , ra é NEED MORE 
GUARDED FOR : : ugk j INFORMATION! 
ME TO GET j : 


THE ARMY HAS JUST 
ACQUIRED MORE LAND, 
AND THEY ARE CALLING 

FOR MANEUVERS: 
ON A MASSIVE 





Hi 

| 
Wil 
i 


| i | 
Wit NTT 
| )]) vou ver, eur ti 
i. INFORMATI 
am 






































LADY MIYAKO. 
WANTS TO 
SEE YOU AS 


POSSIBLE. 















































UNLESS T 
DIE OF BOREDOM! 
WHY DON’T YOU 


SHOT TODAY. HIS. 
RECOVERY HAS 
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WORKED WITH | 
SUCH A 
SUBJECT. 


NO AMOUNT OF 
POWER IS OF ANY + THE RISK 
USE TO US UNLESS CANNOT OF CREATING 
WE CAN CONTROL AFFORD 
THE SUBJECT. — 
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» Fag 


bank 














BEEN WAITING «fl SHE WANT 
FORYOU FOR ff TO SEE ME AT 
THIS HOUR? 
(S ANYTHING f 


| f ; 
SA 






































aT 
WHAT... A GREAT DISASTER... 
SORT OF ONE THAT WILL ALTER 
DISASTER? THE FACE OF THE 
. WORLD. 





AKIRA [S 
A PAWN, 
AS ARE 
WE ALL. 


AKIRAP 


THE DAY OF FOR YOU-- 
HIS AWAKENING FOR YOUR ENTIRE 
DRAWS EVER CLOSER. PEOPLE'S PARTY-- 
ALREADY, EVENTS THIS WILL BE THE 


HAVE BEEN SET TURNING POINT. IT 
IN MOTION. MUST NOT CATCH 


YOU UNAWARES. 












| Pails ay : 
: 
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I COULD GET 
YOU A MAGAZINE 
OR SOME CANDY. 

WOULD YOU 
LIKE THAT? 


Aw, JUST 
KIDDING! SOME 
PEOPLE CAN'T 
TAKE A JOKE... WHEN YOU AREN'T 
HUH, BABE? AFRAID TO ENJOY 
S YOURSELF, 








WAITING FOR 
HER IN E 
BLOCK. 








WHAT A LUCKY BREAK 
FOR YOU, HAVING A NICE 
AKE- 


7 





Favs 
AN 


30 














you musT 
DECIDE WHAT 

THE MAN 
WISHES TO DO 


WITH THE 
CHILD. 









































































































































THREE-- 
HIT EACH 
OTHER ON THE 
HEAD? 


HERE WE SEE A 
CHILD PLAYING WITH 
WOODEN BLOCKS. 





















































HE HAS A 
TRIANGULAR 
BLOCH, 











SHE'S HEADING 
DOWN A BLIND 
ALLEY! CALL FOR 


> L SUPPORT! SHE 
g ~\ MUST BE TAKEN 
ALIVE AT ALL 
costs! 





a S 
Ty Pay CR | 
y A 4 k 
y, | \\\\\ AG ey 


1 | WA 5 


Yass | 
| se 
K Os : RENN Y 


SN 








ea 
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Be 
ao 














WE ONLY 


T Si 
OF HER FOR 
AN INSTANT, 











THEY'RE STILL 
CHECKING, SIR, BUT SO 
FAR THERE'S BEEN NO 

SIGN OF HER. 


BUT, IF I MIGHT 
SUGGEST...DIDN‘T 
YOU SAY SOME- 
THING ABOUT A 
Boy WHO WAS 
BROUGHT IN 

WITH HER...? 


WITHOUT PROPER 
TESTS, THERE'S 
NO POINT IN EVEN 





THIS (S THE 
COLONEL! 


CANCEL MY 
ORDER TO 
TRANSFER THE 
REMAINING 
PRISONER! 
LEAVE 
HIM IN HIS 
CELL! 


WHAT IS 
THIS MAN 
boinG? 


one-- 
IS HE TRYING 
TO HITCH A 


Two-- 
1S HE WAVING 
GOODBYE TO 
SOMEONE? 


AMA IS STANDING 
IN FRONT OF A HOUSE 
WITH A RED 
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Ea 
—4)) lk 


a eee 
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ANYWHERE AROUND 


UY COULD 
TAKE A LEAK? (acy 
\ 














yy 
Wa savouaea, f j 
WV D 
WH) ihe 
yf 


i ; : i} 


 OUMBASS! (/ 

























































































I GUESS T MISSED A 
LOT...BEING KNOCKED OUT 
AND ALL. I’M CLUELESS 
AS TO WHAT'S GOING 
ON HERE. 
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THY Nae, Wha 
irre 


tt Yo tt i 
) A : 
\\ q 









| POP WHERE & |r 
ARE WEF? |. 
















































































ey ! y ‘A CLASSIC QS 
TELEPORTER. 


Tota \ ig) L015 STVLE SO) 
RD) INSTANTA- a Ge 
] Gq wee EXHIBITING THE J \N Gg 
tae BR) same aauity of 
/ re AS NUMBER ,e 
( 7» 26. = 





rT 
DISAGREE. 


sey pe 
6. 7 ‘ 4 
E NG ue 


NS BULLET AND ALTHOUGH 
UNDS HAVE A 


wot 
HE HAS JUST THIS [5 


anced UNDERGONE 
WITHOUT A UNPRECEDENTED, 
TRACE. Seve. COLONEL! 


PSYCHIC 
TRAUMA... 














WHEN YOU'RE 
THROUGH THERE, 

come Tomy 
OFFICE. THERE'S J 
‘A TAPE T WANT 
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= PORTED! T 
SAW ITI! 









































(S AKIRA He WAS: 


REALLY THAT 


Ene 
DEVELOPED BY 
S50 IVE 
OTHER SCIENTISTS, 
POWERFUL? HEARD. _ BEFORE TI 





READ IN FILES 
FROM MORE THAN 
THIRTY YEARS 

rf 








how 


= Uy 
Iv 
WP 
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YOU BETTER 
GO EASY, KEI. 


WE'RE IN BIG 








WHAT DO YOU THINK 


YOU'RE DOING? 


I SHOULD 
HAVE REALIZED 








: 


€ 


¥OU WANT TO 


=X 
w 

gue 
Ege 
TT 
#35 


KUL MMPS 


AND YOU 
BELIEVE THAT 
NUMBER 41--THAT 
TETSUO--WILL 
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WHY WOULD AKIRA 
DESTROY ANYTHING? 
™\ AND WHAT HAS 
| MUMBER 41 


IM DOWN 
WITH THAT? 
WHERE /S 
HEP! 


WHY WE f} 
HAVE TO KILL a 
TETSUO. 


ALONE, THAT’S i 
WHY... 
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50, 
HOW ABOUT 
INTRODUCING 
US, HUH? 








8 


AT RUNNING? 





WHAT'S THE 
STORY ON 
YOU LITTLE Fy 


DON'T TAKE ORDERS 


NUMBER 41/ >y FROM YOU, AND I’M 


RETURN TO ; ¥ 4 
YOUR QUARTERS \ SY NOT oaeeer 
IMMEDIATELY? 

{ 
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TOTALLY OUT 
OF IT UNTIL A FEW 
MINUTES AGO... 


ANYWAY, 

WE GOTTA GET 
OUR BUTTS IN GEAR 
AND CHECK OUT 
THE SOUTH 
BUILDING. 
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KNOW ABOUT 
AKIRA?! ? 





87 


IN ANY CASE, IT’S 


¥ 
Vy Sil 
\ 


ES, 
R! I'M 
VERY 
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WHERE T'VE 
SEEN YOU 
BEFORE! 























| 
( 
you 
LITTLE 
BASTARDS! 
/ 


SS) 
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Stop IT! 

LEAVE THESE PERMIT 
CHILDREN YOU TO 
ALONE... ff CONTINUE! 


+PROTECTING 
YOUR LITTLE 
PRINCESS. 





WHERE (5 
AKIRAPL 


WHAT YOU'RE 
SAYING? 


LET NUMBER qa 
“TeyTo ~~ 
CONTROL pp \ 
AKIRAL Af 
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Yh 


Wy 
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THE RISK IS 
TOO GREAT! WE 
CAN’T AWAKEN AKIRA 
WHILE THERE'S THE 


TRUST ME// 
THIS [S THE 
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SEE? THE OLD FART’S 
WILLING TO TAKE THE 
BLAME IF ANYTHING 
HAPPENS, SO WHAT'S 
YOUR PROBLEM? 


bur 


NOT 
YET/ IT 
CAM’T RISK 
MILLIONS 
OF LIVES-- 


OKAY. IF HE DON’T 
WANNA PLAY, WE'LL J 
GO WITHOUT 


--JUST TO 
SATISFY YOUR 
“SCIENTIFIC 
CURIOSITY” 
AND YOUR 
E60/ 





I’M NOT STUPID, 
YOU KNOW. I DON’T 
PLAN TO TAKE ANY 

CHANCES WITH 


TM JUST 
LIKE YOU... 
INTERESTED IN 
EXPERIMENTS. 















































a. 
ae a 
ce ri 
| 
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at a 
AW t "CE 
whi \\\ 
é . : : 
4 Xx 
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| 
ee 



























































wHargeyGp! 
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IT WAS 
YOU, WASN'T 
IT? YOU WERE 
GUIDING ME 
HERE! 


YOK, CRAPS IT'S 
THAT SKINHEAD 
BB» DUDE AGAIN! 





HEY! HE'S 
WAKING UP! 
LET’S GO 
60 GOL/ 


ys 


sam. 
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I HAD NO CHOICE! NUMBER 

4I-TETSUO--WENT OUT OF 

CONTROL WHILE YOU WERE 
UNCONSCIOUS. T HAD 


TO TELL HIM! 








IS 


| ~ 
$ 
¢ 





es Pee 
83 





Zeke ic 


7] 
me 
Z 
is 
ie 


UYUGB 
, G “ai 
r cA 
Z 
C Ze 
miei: 
fo 
pee 
AEG 


f \ 
it 


$' H Cs 
ni 
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STOP! DON‘T 
SHOOT! WE'RE 
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A FRIEND 


OF MINE TOLD 
ME ABOUT IT. 
HE USED TO 
YOURE 
PART OF THE ] WORK WITH 
RESISTANCE, § Wee ers 
AREN'T YOU? 





REMEMBER WHEN 























TAKASHI--NUMBER 26~ 3 =F EBON 

MADE IT OUT OF = —— KNOW A 
HERE? THAT WAS MY —— pL WING 
FRIEND'S DOING! A goal 





























































/ HE...AND ALL HIS. 
FILES...VANISHED 
LIKE THEY NEVER 
EVEN EXISTED. 








WHERE‘S, 
THIS FRIEND 
OF YOURS 
NOW? 


rattan 
mutt RAUL IEA 


lity ze a 
mn 











Y) WELL, PM NOT 
GONNA STICK 
AROUND HERE! 
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«TO 
CONTROL THE 


FUTURE. 
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ivan ae nance 
Lp ae 
a) | on NON 
iy = t b \ i 


<j 


i 
4 aR 





ah 











“FOR NOW 
THE FUTURE 
\S OUT OF 
































HAPPENS. 
NEXT IS UP 
TO THE TWO 
























































"ag i = 
ua j ie it dial al | 




















IN\ 
\ 
LAU 


i 

—— ONS 

oN 
UMS 


\ 
AS 


= 























= TES 


Lae NG ee 
FA OF es res ated 


ANY 


¥ 8 ao 
im : ARE YOU 
: SURE? ff 
a 





A LOT OF MILITARY 
ACTIVITY ALL MORNING, 
AND ABOUT TWO HOURS AGO 


= 


=d 
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- =a). 7 KANEDA 
STAND, KEI. WHY 


Sr IS OKAY, 
DO YOU INSIST ON ° x2) = s AUNTIE 
STAYING WITH VAS « 3 CHIYOKO. 
THE TWO OF Ne g 
THEM? A) S 
\ a J can = 
YZ 
V7 \\ 














lf T LEAVE 


20'r BYU HIM BEHIND AND 


COULD MEET HIM, 
WE'D FIND OUT 


WAS RYUSAKU‘S 
OPERATION...AND 
THIS MAN CLAIMS 
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EN / 

(4 5 Ks 

= Hii?y 
C2,” 7 
BS THE CONSTRUCTION 
SSX SITE FOR THE NEXT ig 

4S YMPICS. ct Kd 

, | | ier | 


‘O THE 
OU 
A 
a \ 
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“4 


eg Z 
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THINKS IT’S 
SERIOUS. 
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‘STINKS. 


THIS PLACE 
BRINGS BACK 
Pe ‘ BAAAD 
WHY 7 MEMORIES 
DO We g FOR ME... 
ALWAYS HAVE 


KNOW ANY 
OTHER ROUTE, 
$0 TOUGH 
LUCK! 
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i 
re 


stile ie 
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\ ed 


ne 
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== 
A 


CAN 


e 
: ez 
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= Bel gee TA 
Si = = 
THE ft) 
ELEVATOR’S 
ON ITS WAY 
DOWN ALREADY, 
COLONEL! 


: MOVE, 
xi you 
(oot? 
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SO FAR AS 
WE CAN TELL, 
SIR, NOTHING'S 








) 
: —— 
HOW 
SOON TILL 
y THE ELEVATOR 
HURT TO GO x REACHES 
DOWNSTAIRS BOTTOM? 5 
AND CHECK : : 
» f 


IT JUST PASSED 
LEVEL BF35, WHICH 
GIVES HIM AN E-T.A. OF 

FIFTEEN MINUTES 


WHERE THE 
N HELLIS THAT 


GARRISON?! 














YOU ANID your MEN (| 
TO THE 





Woy 
4 wT 


. 
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‘A 
= 
ANA WAN 


e 


Weg 
S ASSS 
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| NLS 
if £47 




















L 


Ma f 


) 
All 


re 














i GET BACK IN | BS 
T—\, HERE WOW/ ARE . 
YOU CRAZY?! : 











MAIN FORCE 


j PA. § ? Z TO FLYING 
SOMETHING ‘ ~ & 


MUST HAVE 
EXPLODED! COPY? COME 
IN, PLEASE! 





YOU DON'T 


YOU MEAN THERE'S 
BEEN NO TEMPERATURE 
INCREASE AT ALL IN 


\ THE SECOND AND 
HAS BEEN AFFECTED. » THIRD CHAMBERS? 


THE DEWAR FLASKS ARE 
STILL FUNCTIONING 


AT THIS RATE, 
THE CENTRAL 

CHAMBER WILL 
SHORTLY BE 

AT CRITICAL. 


(Gs <| 
THERMAL MONITOR 


COMPLETES THIS CYCLE, 

WE‘LL RUN A COMPLETE 

CHECK TO LEARN WHERE 
THE MALFUNCTION IN 
THE COOLING LIES. 





oY THERE |S NO 
MALFUNCTIONY 


IS FUNCTIONING 
PERFECTLY! 
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192 








“IF THAT'S TRUE, AKIRA‘S 
N C > RESPONSE WILL INCREASE 
CRYOSLEEP, AKIRA MAY EACH TIME NUMBER 41 
BE RESPONDING TO THE Up * DEFENDS HIMSELF!” 
PRESENCE OF NUMBER = == 
41'S POWER!” 


“WE MUST 


STOP THE 
ELEVATOR 
AT ONCE/*" 
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BE CAREFUL. 


THE STAIRS 
ARE BROKEN. 








LOOK LIKE 
YOU'RE HURT 
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~Ssa 
uu SS 


] 





NOTHING 


WORKS! 
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208 








210 








> (|= Nene 


a Q 
A. i 
= ff 


Alga 


ed the ein VTE 





















































Bis Me WHERE 
AKIRA IS? 


ARIS 





EXACTLY! JUST 
LIKE THAT LITTLE 
GIRL TOLD 

/ 





WHILE I’M ALIVE, NO 
ONE |S TO SHOOT 
WITHOUT MY DIRECT 
ORDER. 




















WHERE'D 


THAT KID 


GO? 
? 


OE 
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. 
AN te 
oi” 

ill 




















T'S NO. 
CONCERN OF YOURS. 
HOWEVER, T HAVE BUSINESS 


Bi 
TO WRAP UP WITH THE 
MAN BEHIND YOU. 
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a i Foca 
Ig , 14 
i} 
AN we 1 
RY Level 




















SHIN 


ah O)} 


Ws 








i! 


Wi 























ith 


BEGUN! AKIRA 
IS RESPONDING 





YOU MUST WITHDRAW 
WITHOUT AROUSING 


YOU STILL HAVE 
THE CHOICE! 





























NUMBER 
41, ARE YOU 
i LISTENING?! 














a) b 
\/ pe 
i THIS IS 
ch, IMPOSSIBLE! 


a] 
‘ 
i 
| 























231 























THOSE LASER 
S MUST HAVE 


RIFLE: 


THE FAILURE IS IN 
THE DEWAR FLASK 
OF THE TH/RD 
CHAMBER! 


WE'RE LOSING 
VACUUM IN THE 
NOW THE FIRST 
LEVEL DEWAR- 
FLASKS! 
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hadi by 























Gre: 
tPorr 
need 6 NZ 
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WY 


¢ 
+ 
¢, 
\ 


Ni 








THE AIR! YOU MEN 
GET INSIDE! 
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AM I NUTS OR 
IS IT GETTING 


GODDAMN COLD 
IN HERE? 




















WHAT 
, 1S 
» THISPL 





=I 





vans 





SAA 





\\ 





.\ 


XX 
AY 









ey 






WHAT ARE YOU 
WAITING FOR?! 
COME ONS! 
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ATTENTION, 
ALL PERSONNEL-- REPORT TO 
THIS (5 A THE NEAREST 


CODE SEVEN 
ALERT. 


IMMEDIATELY. 
THIS (6 NOT 





COT TE 
ON Kilt 
wee al 

s 


X 


4 4 Ze 


a : Sn, Ly Val 
== 























ALL PUBLIC INFORMATION ¥ i 
AND COMMUNICATIONS 


CHANWELS ARE NOW 
UNDER GOVERNMENT 


ALL TRANSPORTATION 
FACILITIES ARE CLOSED 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

MARTIAL LAW (6 
(W EFFECT. 


REPORT AT ONCE 
TO YOUR ASSIGNED 
EMERGENCY SHELTER. 


THERE ARE TEN MINUTES 


REMAINING UNTIL 
SHELTER DOORS ARE 
AUTOMATICALLY 





NO ONE 
COULD STAND IN 
THE WAY OF WHAT 
WAS DESTINED 
TO BE... 


DON'T PANIC. 

WE MAY STAY 

HERE AWHILE... 
BEFORE DISASTER 


AKIRA HAS REACHES ITS 
AWAKENED?! 


HH) IE AWNS 
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L..1'M SORRY, 
‘SIR. PERHAPS 


THE ELECTRICAL 
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WHAT'S THE 
TEMPERATURE 4 
IN HERE? 


, WAIT! THE 

BS TEMPERATURE |S 
STARTING TO 
STABILIZE! 


lF WE STAY 
HERE WE'LL 


C-CURRENTLY 
TWENTY...NO, 
TWENTY-ONE 

BELOW ZERO... 
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AURRY! \F THAT 
GODDAMN ENGINE 
GOES, WER 


STUCK HERE! 





WE HAVEN'T 
GOT TIME 
FOR THIS! 
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IT BETTER NOT 
TAKE M-MUCH 
OR WE" 


SURE AS SHIT 


r\ HOPE IT'S NOT 


A COOLING 





MONITORS! IT WANT AREA! I WANT TO 

A REPORT ON THE SEE EACH CAMERA 
IN TURN UP ON 
THE SCREEN! 


WELL, I'M 
NOT STICKING 
AROUND TO 
FIND OUT! 


























THE 
FOOL HAS 
AWAKENED 
AKIRAS 





(S THAT 
REALLY 
AKIRAPY 


Ui y ZY 
j THIS IS JUST 
THE BEGINNING-- 




















Ws 


ia 

















T’M AFRAID OUR 
EQUIPMENT HERE 
S| OUTSIDE BY Now. ISN'T SOPHISTICATED 
'\ SEE IF YOU CAN 
GET MEA 
PICTURE! = 














WELL, FOR A 
SECOND THERE 
T THOUGHT... 


THANK 


YOU. YOUR 
ASSISTANCE WAS 
APPRECIATED. 





THE BOMB WENT 


OFF! 





HOW'D THAT 
BASTARD GET 


OUT HERE?! 
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290 





I'M SORRY, 
‘SIR. AT THIS 
RANGE, OUR 
ACCURACY IS 
LIMITED! 


TAKE 
AIM 
AGAIN! 





ERROR- 
CORRECTION 
DATA COMPILED! 
TRACKING 
CONTROL 
ADIUSTMENTS 
COMPLETE! 















































































































































¥ 
we 



































4 4 _ fy o 


& Zee 
Zi My ma Nd la. 
—s ee 
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ARE YOU 
NUTS? WERE IN 
DEEP ENOUGH SHIT 
WITHOUT WORRYING 
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tt 
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YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO WANTED 
TO RESCUE THIS KID, 
SO HOW COME I GET 
STUCK CARRYING 
HIM? 








IN THE 


21ST CENTURY, 


Neo-Tokyo has risen from the ashes of 
a Tokyo obliterated by a monstrous 
psychokinetic power known only as Akira, 
a being who yet lives, secretly imprisoned 
in frozen stasis. Those who stand guard 
know that Akira’s awakening is a terrifying 
inevitability. Tetsuo Yamashita, an angry 
young man with immense — and rapidly 
growing psychic abilities, may be 
their only hope to control Akira when he 
wakes. But Tetsuo is becoming 
increasingly unstable and harbors 
a growing obsession to confront 
Akira face-to-face. A clandestine 
group including his former best 
friend sets out to destroy Tetsuo 
before he can release Akira — or 
before Tetsuo himself becomes so 
powerful that no force on Earth can 


soi! | AKIRA 


An epic masterpiece of 
graphic fiction and the 
inspiration for its stunning 
animated adaptation, Akira 
is required reading for any 
enthusiast of science fiction. 
manga, and the graphic novel. 


of 
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